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Europe is the continent with the largest number of international organizations, with the EU at 

their centre.  

- It means that there are norms and regulations to everything but nothing really works 

because each country is different.  

NATO (Brussels) = cooperation in the Western Bloc during the Cold War 

Council of Europe (Strasbourg) = formed after the WWII (the oldest) to unify the states, 

now focuses on Human Rights through the Court.  

OECD (Vienna) = Europe, US, Russia and Canada (57 members), targeting electoral 

monitoring and protection of minorities. 

Less formal groups: Council of the Baltic Sea States, Benelux, Visegrad 4, Weimar Triangle 

 

European Commission (governing body - J. C. Juncker, Maroš Šefčovič – vice-president for 

energy) and Parliament (legislation, Martin Schultz, largest group - European People´s Party 

EPP of liberal conservatism and Christian democracy, CDU and CSU of Germany, Fidesz 

and ChDP of Hungary, Forza Italia, SDKU-DS, KDH, SMK, SDS, MOST-HID) represent 

the interests of the EU 

European Council (Donald Tusk) represents the interests of the member states.   

Council of the European Union = Council of Ministers - presided by Slovakia now (late 

2016) represents the interests of the members states - who can never reach a conclusion...like 

at the Bratislava summit. 

The first policy of CCE in the 1960 was Common Agricultural Policy.  

Reaching a common decision in the EU is so difficult because the Union itself is based on 

multiple treaties and agreements that include some exceptions for the members who 

otherwise could not participate in the common decision making. 

Maastricht Treaty 1992 - protects Euro, which was at the core of the financial crisis of 

2008.  

Treaty in Schengen in 1985 = free movement.  

Serbia has changed its attitude to the independence of Kosovo in order to get to the EU. But 

why is it still attractive? Most of the people seem to be satisfied with their current life.  

Iceland would have to change its fishery policies in case of entering the EU. Fish sometimes 

make the politics.   

Turkey is a big and unstable country. Its size would change the balance in Europe. 



Frontex (Warsaw) = to control movement of people from outside of the EU. 

 

Speech by Federal Chancellor Angela Merkel in London  
Thursday 27 February 2014 

- addresses everyone, thanks both Houses of Parliament for invitation, makes some historical 

connections and also personal memories of her first visits of London,  

First of all, the article underlines the fact that the invitation for a German personality to 

express herself in front of                                                                    

                                                                           (President 

of West Germany then reunited Germany from 1984 up to 1994) had experienced such 

honour before. Professor Kahn  

Indeed, it is not common for foreign heads of state to be invited to express themselves in front 

of a national Parliament. 

Hyde Park Corner used to be a symbol of free speech for the East Germans.  

- ifs and hypothetical statements allowed: between the devil and the deep blue sea 

Commemoration of the beginning of the WWI 

- mentions relationships between the European nations, marked by rivalry, changing alliances 

and blood  

Words of President Richard von Weizsacker: The United Kingdom has no need to furnish 

proof of its commitment to Europe and its basic values.”  

Germans statesmen always connect their speech to the WWII experience, expressing humble 

thanks. The burden of the wrong decision is still carried forward. 

The Western Balkans show how clear and present the danger of military conflict remains.  

- pending danger, European nations should foster peace and the rule of law 

 

ROOTS of the 2008 CRISIS  

Even when economic and monetary union was introduced in the Treaty of Maastricht in 

1992, 

there was a failure to back up the monetary union with a strong economic union. 

- It was pointed out by  Benajmin Friedman - Eurozone is a monetary union without 

fiscal union behind  

- As a result, the differences in the competitiveness of the euro zone states have 

increased, not decreased. It was possible for some member states to accumulate 

massive debts for years without being 

penalised by higher interest... 



!- compare! Statements like this and less official statements of the politicians, and their 

actions.  

! Europe's population is just a fraction of the world and the trade agreement between the US 

and Europe can make a significant contribution to the global growth and employment 

Despite Europe has 25 percent share of global economic output, the World Trade 

Organization 

It is estimated that over the next five years 90 percent of growth will be generated outside 

Europe.  

The European Commission must only regulate matters which cannot be adequately regulated 

by the member states themselves.  

- hard to put into practice 

PHRASES: focus of public attention, between the hell and the blue sea, bow my head before 

the victims, working closely together in this endeavour, jointly shouldering responsibility, 

implicated = tangled into   

Louis Michel, former Foreign Minister of Belgium and European Commissioner, now 

member of EP said that the founding forefathers did not take into account the geographical or 

religious criteria, when drawing up the EU.  

Louis Michel asserts that we "are European when we respect the values of the market 

economy as well as the democratic values". In this, he is right since the "criteria of 

Copenhagen", decided in 1993, indicate essential elements to a membership: democratic 

values, market economy, respect for the European law. The Copenhagen criteria also mention 

"the absorption capacity", which is a trickier component. 

External considerations for new member states  

Expansion should strengthen the block. With the addition of new members the block will be 

more coherent despite the geographical expansion of the territory, we can say.  

 

Olli Rehn (Finland - Centre party), EU Expansion Commissioner in 2007 

Enlargement fatigue is a symptom rather a cause. The cause of unemployment and security. 

The enlargement policy must have public support.  



 

RUSSIA: "We do not want any confrontation; we need friends," Putin expressed readiness to 

cooperate with the west. 

- he addressed mainly the cooperation with Trump & his pro-Russian politics 

- it will be 'faked friendship' like between Khrushchev & Kennedy  

Rex Tillerson, 64-years-old chief of Exxon Mobile and friend of Putin, is Trump's candidate 

for the post of the foreign secretary. 

The New York Times writes about Putin supported campaign and 'leaks' that should have 

discredited Hillary Clinton. The nomination might be a way of payback... 

Russia and Japan still have not signed a ceasefire after the WWII, due to four islands that 

Moscow annexed in 1945. 

 

GERMANY: Angela Merkel and the Bundeslandes agreed on a complex reform of internal 

financing after 2020, when the solidarity packet with the East Germany runs out. 

Deutsche Bank lost more than 7 billion dollars for miss-selling mortgages at the American 

market. It was fined 3.1 billion by the American authorities. Rest of the sum will be paid out 

to the customers in form of compensations. The fine impairs bank´s ability to pay coupons 

and could result in second consecutive annual loss. 

 

Welt.de 

The number of cyber attacks on the politicians in rising, in Germany online security experts 

intercepted 44,000 suspicious emails. It might be related to the nearing parliament election 

date.  

BELGIUM: A village in Belgium, Flam, did not allow a Betlehem displayed at the town 

hall, in order to maintain religious neutrality. 

FRANCE: Unpopular French president Hollande gave up his candidacy plans for the 2017 

election as it would be too risky.  

France for long opposed the British ascension to the EU, which could jeopardize French 

leadership. Lukáš Krivošík in his commentary on the new Chinese hegemony also writes 

that after the WWI it was France who held the keys and sketched out the first Czechoslovakia 

with Štefánik. But France could not withstand Hitler. German hegemony followed; Russia 

came as a liberator and 40 years in Communism followed. Now it is the hegemony of the US, 

but soon, China might come.  

- the old rivalry, 100-years War 

They also feared that too fast German recovery would endanger their position. 

- French nationalism and pride. They always put their national interest first.  



ITALY: Italian Prime Minister Renzi bets everything on the referendum: critics reproach that 

limiting the power of the Senate would concentrate too much power in the hands of the 

government. He claims that it will save money & make legislative processes more effective. 

He vows to step down in case he does not succeed, which would give chances to the populist 

opposition.  

Journalist Paolo Gentinolli takes over the Italian government after Renzi; he is the 4th non-

elected prime minister in a row. 

Suddeutsche Zeitung  

For Italians, the senate always represented the non-favoured political class. The referendum 

of Renzi should end the 'old farce'. 

reuters.es Italians voted NO in the referendum on constitutional changes, which resulted in 

resignation of the Prime Minister Renzi. It can shake up the Italian national bank and affect 

banking in the Euro zone and open the road for the rightist 5 Star movement. 

SLOVAKIA: Adam Sterling - the US envoy to Slovakia 

Increasing the quality of education is necessary to maintain the learning economy in 

Slovakia. 

 

Márius Kopcsay - the "poor" middle class are the only ones who do not travel on Fico's train 

for free. 

Back in 2006 an economy student at Erasmus University in Rotterdam Martin Filko criticized 

the obsolete economic practices in Slovakia. He was reproached by the old academic staff but 

his ideas were not far from reality... 

AUSTRIA: The extreme right candidate Norbert Hofer lost in Austrian presidentials to the 

independent Green candidate Alexander Van der Bellen. 

REFUGEES: The UN estimates that 4,663 refugees died in the sea in 2016, the deadliest 

year so far. 8. 12. 2016 http://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-internacional-38232379 

European Union wants to strengthen the Greek borders with Frontex forces, in reaction to 

Erdogan's threath to let more migrants into the EU.  

UK: The Guardian 

UK trade groups warn that Brexit can increase the price of foods due to the outflow of 

workers from the EU. Falling pound increased the cost of services such as packaging UK 

universities might also experience outflow of international students. Cambridge might see 2/3 

fall.  

TURKEY: Spiegel: Prime Minister Erdogan and NATO condemned the attacks. The place is 

near the Taksim Square - the symbol of resistance to Erdogan - and many Besiktas fans 

criticize his government. 



The assassinator of the Russian ambassador in Ankara, Turkey Andrej Karlov sung song that 

highlights the liberation of Syria. Karlov was an experienced diplomat, who helped to 

improve the ties between Russia and Turkey. 

ROMANIA: Social democratic party of Romania linked with corruption practices won the 

elections in Romania. But their leader, previously sentenced for corruption, will not be 

allowed to be the premier. 

ISRAEL: Author of one of the best books on Israel and Palestine says that American 

journalism often moves away from the objective and non-partisan tradition. They often create 

impression that everything in the Middle East is Islamic and bad. Also, Donald Trump openly 

stands by Israel in the old conflict. 

UK Membership in the EU was a means to prosperity of the British economy via commercial 

opportunities.  

Nigel Farage from UKIP (UK Independence Party) as a member of the European Parliament 

for the South England criticized Herman van Rompuy - very outspoken. 'Who are you? I do 

not even know you, no one knows you, who voted for you?’ Farage said.  

Calls him ‘an assassin of the European democracy and nations,’ perhaps because of the fact 

that he comes from Belgium, which is not a country at all. 

Farage left the Conservative Party after the signing of the Maastricht Treaty in 1992.  

In 2005, European Commission approved 10.3 million Euro for the shipping company of 

Greek billionaire Spiros Latsis. Die Welt brought pictures of the Commissioner J. M. 

Barrosso spending holiday on Latsis' yacht. Farrage requested that the commissioners be 

obliged to disclose where they spent their holiday. 

Farage does not like the EU because of the affinity and corruption practices that are far from 

the words that were at the beginning of the institution. When Prince Charles called for EU 

leadership in the battle against climate change - basically to give the parliament more power, 

Farage remained seated and called Prince's advisors foolish. 

CZECH REPUBLIC  favoured the expansion of the EU but their priorities were 

geographically and economically targeted.  

Western Balkans - cultural and historic links, economic opportunities.  

Eastern Europe - Czech presidency launched the Eastern Partnership. It pushes towards closer 

ties with these countries, to prevent them from becoming the target of Russian influence. 

Prague granted asylum to Ukrainian political refugees, including the husband of Y. 

Tymoshenko. Czechs commented on the annexation of Crimea by Russia that it was like the 

annexation of the Sudetland by Nazi Germany in 1938 or the Prague Spring in 1968. 

Opinions on the EU membership changed a lot in Turkey, now only about 50 percent want to 

become members.  

THE NETHERLANDS has been one of the founding members of the EU. It has always 

been a merchant and trading nation. Now, as the Europe is becoming more political, the 

reluctance arose. 



Strong EU members try to put forward their policies and interests. Weak members are trying 

to comply with the requirements, in order to be more competitive in the EU. Members such 

as Spain, Greece and Italy are actually week members but pretend to be strong members. The 

UK thinks that it is something extra and they really are. French are proud of their country but 

actually no one cares – that´why they have isolation tendencies. Germany is the strongest and 

they know it. But they do not abuse it. Russia is strong and uses it at their advantage.  

 

WEEK 2  

 

The Treaty of the EU between the Member States and other international organizations has 

some characteristics of a federal state.  

Contrary to the theory of separation of powers by Montesquieu, which is applied to 

constitutions around the world; the institutions cooperate, share and exercise the different 

powers.  

Trade law - the management bears responsibility for the bookkeeping of the company or 

organization, although it is difficult to demand compensation from the individuals.  

Criminal law - the individual can be taken to the justice if wrongdoing is proved.  

 

Roman LAW 

PUBLIC LAW – highest one is CONSTITUTIONAL LAW,  

PRIVATE LAW – amends the relations between particular people. Main part is CIVIL LAW.  

 

Citizens are represented in the European Parliament. 

Member states are in the Council of the EU and the European Council. 

Europe is represented by the European Commission. It is the main body that proposes to 

the parliament and legislates with the council. It also controls the European single market - 

ordered fines for American companies.  

Court of Justice, Luxembourg, controls the enforcement of treaties. It shares the judicial 

power with the Commission. 



 
Qualified majority voting system protects the little states. Qualified majority is reached if at 

least 55 percent of Member States amounting to at least 65 percent of the EU's population 

pass the law.  

 

Commission, Parliament and Council manage the Schengen area even if it includes also states 

from outside the EU.  

 

Political vision is not a solution to a particular problem.  

 

suffrage = the right to vote in pubic, to participate in political election, used widely for any 

right to vote. 

 

Address by Margaret Thatcher to the students of the College of Europe in 1988 
On the subject of Britain and Europe. Before, she expressed (written and spoken) quite strong 

views about the relationship, relating to which she compare the invitation to speak there to 

inviting Genghis Khan. 

Thatcher suppoted the EC – European Comminity but stated that it should be limited to the 

free trade and effective competition., supervised by the organisations. She opposed 

centralisation of the EU. 



Our ancestors - Celts, Saxons and Danes - came from the continue = we [British] are part of 

the legacy of Europe.  

We in Britain are rightly proud of the way in which, since Magna Charta in 1215, we have 

pioneered and developed representative institutions to stand as bastions of freedom.  

- Britishness and origins of democracy 

Mentioned bodies of 120,000 British soldiers in Belgium - remnants of the WWII.  

British was the liberator but also an example of liberty to many countries who sought 

liberation.  

Some of the founding fathers thought that the US might be the model for Europe. But 

Thatcher stresses that the people from Europe went to America to get away from the 

intolerance and constraints of life in Europe.  

It is a different type of national pride - with more liberty and opportunity.  

Agricultural policy and farming industry is a need for Europe.  

Back in 1988: By getting rid of barriers, by making it possible for companies to operate on a 

Europe-wide scale, we can best compete with the United States, Japan and the other new 

economic powers emerging in Asia and elsewhere. 

- deregulation and power to the constituents, not centralised regulation.  

- no further regulations are needed  

The City of London has long welcomed financial institutions from all over the world, which 

is why it is the biggest and most successful financial centre in Europe. 

+ cheap fares and wider choice in airlines.  

- Now the banking capital might end.  

COURSERA: Margaret Thatcher's hostility to the new course of the European integration 

pulled the majority of the conservative party to consider, two years later, that her politics 

were against the interests of the United Kingdom. She was replaced by John Major.  

Caricature of Joschka Fischer’s view of Europe by Mohr, German caricaturist 



 

German Minister of Foreign Affairs Joschka Fischer is immersed in European experiment 

(May 2000).  

It reacts to his reform proposals of the European Federation, with the European government 

and parliament acting as the governing bodies.  

- It was met by opposition mainly on the part of France. 

Bronislaw Geremek - a historian, a witness and a practicioner of the EU – a Polish social 

historian. He opposed the arrival of the Warshaw Pact tanks to Prague in 1968 and he was 

one of the leading figures of the Polish democratic opposition in Solidarity.  

European Parliament does not possess some competences that are typical for such institution, 

ex: taxes.  

 

COURSEA: The adoption of every treaty, since the Maastricht one in 1992, up until that the 

Lisbon one in 2007, raised debates, challenges and controversies among Europeans: the 

initial purpose of a "Closer and closer Union European peoples" has no longer the same 

meaning for Member states and their citizens today. 

Britain considered the at-that-time political integration of Europe sufficient. The protest to 

further integration was expressed by the Brexit vote.  

ITALY took part in the process towards Europe - federalists like Altiero Spinelli. They also 

sought economic modernisation via common market. Recently, however, the declining 

European feeling was translated into the success of the sceptical political formations, such as 

5 Stars Movement of the actor Beppe Grillo. One of the concerns was migration.  

POLAND is a convenient country for the EU due to its location, hard working attitude and 

also economy, which, on the other hand, strongly benefited from the European single market. 

But recently, the election of a radical government caused havoc and discontent. Until 1991, 

Poland was under the sovereignty of Germany and later Russia, which is reflected in its 

reluctance to obey delegations implying from the participation in the European project.  



THE NETHERLANDS benefited from the EU economic integration mainly in agriculture. 

Dutch also helped to shape institutions and cooperate - see AEGEE Eindhoven involvement 

in Balkans. 

WEEK 3 Main challenges for the EU by 2050 
Europe was struck by a double crisis: the recession of 2008 and the legitimacy crisis of 

2005, when the people rejected the common constitution.  

The distrust started because the EU does not manage to face the major challenges confronted 

by Europeans, for example migration.  

Only 28 percent of people feel represented by the European institutions; in 1979 it was 61 

percent.  

Of the 751 deputies of the European Parliament, 29 percent are euro-sceptic. In 2010 it was 

20 percent.  

In many states the most voted parties are those that: are protest parties, parties with 

unfavourable opinions about Islam, unfavourable opinions about migrants and European 

construction.  

The rise of populist parties is well represented in Hungary and the UK. Syriza party in Greece 

won in 2015 thanks to anti-austerity agenda, or look at Podemos in Spain.  

- anti-austerity parties won in the countries with the largest debts - not surprising 

Migrant crisis 

Migrants arrive to the Greek island of Lesbos on the boats to avoid the strengthened controls 

on the ground border. Centres for migrants are funded by the EU.  

Jihadist corridors 

The nationality claimed by the parents is important as the terrorists do not claim anything. 

Border controls are considered the most important work the states can do against terrorism. 

By whom? 

Populist right wing 

Le Monde: Swiss SVP party aroused a numerous controversies in Europe due to its 

xenophobic and populist positioning.  

The party was created as an union of farmers, craftsmen and middleclass people, plus two 

parties from German speaking Switzerland.  

They are known for shocking posters on drug use, citizenship advertising, drug use, 

foreigners' residence in Switzerland and prohibition of minarets. In 2007 - a white sheep 

chasing a black sheep was considered a racism act.  

Energy partnerships and anti-war efforts  
European Coal and Steel Community wanted to mutualise the energy and mineral resources 

to prevent war, particularly conflict between France and Germany.  

USSR was a reliable gas supplier in spite of the rivalry. 

France supplied gas from Algeria = special relation.  

Germany relies on Russian gas.  



The Guaridan: Neoliberalism - the ideology at the root of all 

our problems  

by GEORGE MONBIOT, April 15, 2016 

the most read article of 2016, 608,209 readers and 3,964 comments 

 
- picture of Reagan and Thatcher at the White House  
 

According to the author, neoliberalism is the catalysing philosophy of several problems: 

financial crisis of 2008, offshoring of wealth and power, collapse of ecosystems, rise of 

Trump… 

 It created the space for all of this to happen  

- we respond to these crises as if they emerge in isolation - ignoring the common underlying 

principle 
 

Neoliberalism: competition is the main characteristic of human relations, citizens are 

consumers, whose democratic choices are best exercised by buying and selling 

It maintains that “the market” delivers benefits that could never be achieved by planning. 

 Competition = survival of the fittest in man-made settings, not in natural environment  

 Down to human nature of competitiveness and envy 



  

 

So pervasive has neoliberalism become that we seldom even recognise it as an ideology.  

- why not: Neoliberalism has become so pervasive...  

- biological law instead of ideology  - again biological delimitators  
 

- paragraph structure: 
First sentence states the fact: Attempts to limit competition are treated as inimical to liberty.  

further details: Tax and regulation should be minimised 

- lies power and control to the market but the market is due to human nature 

(competitiveness, envy, opportunity) 
 

The rich ignore advantages such as education, inheritance and wealth. 

The poor blame themselves even when they cannot change their circumstances. 
 

N v                               :           ’    v    j     ’                  

unenterprising. 

- simply stated 

Never mind  

- repetition 
 

In a world governed by competition, those who fall behind become defined and self-defined 

as losers. 

- typical of many communities - group identity vs. individual identity  

- individualism in order to achieve some sort of group identity   

- people start to feel less valuable to themselves, as they fail in adhering to communities of a 

few -  that are actually mocked by the majority. 
 

What About Me? are epidemics of self-harm, eating disorders, depression, loneliness, 

performance anxiety and social phobia 

- surprising but all these can have the underlying cause in neo-liberalism 

- understand that neo-liberalism includes many concepts, therefore it should not be 

considered the prime cause 

- lists book to add credence 
 

Neoliberalism sees competition as the defining characteristic of human relations.  
 

Goes back to the history of neo-liberalism (Friedrich Hayek) 

Hayek is at the core of all problems arising from the neo-liberalism 

- they always defend the point of view of free market, no taxes, even wild competition 

- ideal of neo-liberalism was rekindled later in the 80s by Thatcher and Reagan 
 

Original Hayek's ideas were deprived of government regulation, which gave rise to the neo-

liberalism as we know it today.  



 

Neoliberal policies are imposed internationally - a multinational company often wins a case 

against the government regulation in the particular counry.  

Corporations often sell to the government or governments depend on their profits (GDP, 

employment, prices....) therefore they would support them.  

Ex: In Mexico, Carlos Slim was granted control of almost all landline and mobile phone 

services and soon became the world’s richest man. 
 

Governments use neoliberal crises as both excuse and opportunity to cut taxes, privatise 

remaining public services, rip holes in the social safety net, deregulate corporations and re-

regulate citizens. The self-hating state now sinks its teeth into every organ of the public 

sector. 
 

Politics: “fascist movements build their base not from the politically active but the politically 

inactive'' 

- neo-liberalism reduces the domain of the state and alternatives, and extremists, gain power  
 

A comment points out that Paleoconservativism is the villain...I think the author included 

Paleoconservativism under the doctrine of neoliberalism. Neoliberalism was at the beginning 

of all modern philosophies that merge econony, politics and lifestyle. 

 

Another comment: the misuse of neo-liberalism is a fault, as with everything, including 

guns.  

Third comment places fault into (the absence) of regulation.  
 

GEORGE MONBIOT 
London born, nephew of the Liberal Democrat deputy leader of Norwich council, Oxford educated in 
zoology, travelled the world as an investigative journalist and got into trouble, 

WEEK 4  
The answer Europe gives to the challenges it is facing will shape its future, which will occur 

on a global scale. 

- nice statement, many commentators in Project Syndicate share similar opinions 

ANA PALACIO, former Spanish foreign minister, Europe against the ropes  

- contrasts Trump with Havel, Trump´s victory = US might no more uphold to the vaues of 

peace and prosperity, which might harm the ideals of the EU 

- Europe has been a good team player but not a good team captain  

- Germany should take over the responsibility of Europe. Merkel is seen (BBC) as the last 

liberal democratic counterweight to Trump but her secrecy with candidacy brings doubt.  

Merkel´s CDU won three federal elections in a row = stability in an unstable world.  

HOBBESIAN WORLD = universal submission to authority (in Leviathan)  

 



A power should impose the power to the others but instead Europe cannot manage the own 

members and come with a single agreement on issues such as refugees, trade, climate... 

Europe still remains the centre of the world trade and covers 19 percent of world´s GDP.  

Expenses on defence: US covers 40 percent of NATO, Europe 18 percent.  

Copenhagen conference 2009 - Europe´s falling capacity to influence others.  

TAKE HOME: Europe still is major economic and financial actor but small political and 

military actor in the world. It favours compromise to power.  

 

Hubert Védrine, Minister of Foreign Affairs of France 1997 - 2002  

He was sceptical of the normative power of Europe, capable of influencing its partners. 

Security lies in the NATO.  

 

Catherine Ashton (in the 90s EU´s High Representative for foreign affairs) caricatures (The 

Economist and Le Monde) illustrate the weaknesses of the common defence re-launched after 

the Maastricht Treaty. 

Lacking Europe´s structure in defence has been the target of the caricaturists since the times 

of Catherine Ashton and the Maastricht Treaty.   

 

Hubert Védrine, Minister of Foreign Affairs of France 1997 - 2002  

He was sceptical of the normative power of Europe, capable of influencing its partners. 

Security lies in the NATO.  



 

Catherine Ashton (in the 90s EU´s High Representative for foreign affairs) caricatures (The 

Economist and Le Monde) illustrate the weaknesses of the common defence relaunched after 

the Maastricht Treaty. 

Lacking Europe´s structure in defence has been the target of the caricaturists since the times 

of Catherine Ashton and the Maastricht Treaty. 

In the 1980s the UK got a permanent discount on the financial contributions.  

Germany reduced its debt but it is still above the Maastricht standard. Low unemployment is 

due to high number (25 percent) of part-time workers.  

Rather than hegemony, Germany has predominance due to its size, highest GDP and 

population. Chancellor Schroeder imposed strict austerity on many Germans and that´s why 

they would not tolerate the excessive spending of Greece... 

Britain 

- reluctance to abandon certain sovereignty since the times of Edward Heath 

- supported economic prosperity and market (Treaty of Rome - establishing the EEC) 

- supported enlargement of Europe  

UKIP partially rejects strangers, whom they blame for the economic difficulties encountered 

in Britain. 

France  

- ambivalent to the Treaty of Rome  



- nation state = problem with Europe since the beginning 

- destabilized nation  

- Freeriding = that I benefit from an installed economic system without making any efforts 

unlike the other passengers.  

Britain stepped out, France is too nationalistic and far from its "grandeur" position of super 

power - troubled by migrants, Germany is too strict and experiences internal battle over 

migration policy, some members see Turkey as another strong player of Europe and it seems 

that Russia would like to take up this role in a short time.  

Week 5 : East-west VS north-south: the new dividing lines in Europe? 
Regional inequalities are typical of large regions 

in China, wealth and development decreases from East to West 

in the US, the large centres are on the edges  

in Brazil, the south-eastern part is the economic and social centre  

!!!BE careful not to start feel busy and exhausted by things that should actually be a normal 

business of yours!!!  

In the EU:  

Global North, where the decision centres and wealth are concentrated 

- where is the border?  

Global South - less prosperous regions, more inequalities and less development, and the 

decisions depend on the North  

!Everyone knows that. Read on and try to find some original information or make 

connections! 

As any enterprise, the European Union is reversible and non-eternal.  

East/West divide - in almost all post-communist countries the GDP does not reach the EU 

average. Only Slovenia is ahead of Portugal (the lowest Western country). 

Causes of the 2008 crisis in some countries: 

1, economic growth is not driven by innovation and advanced technological sectors 

2, the countries that joined the EU in the early 2000s are catching up economically but still 

mostly depend for capitals, inventions and decision centres on companies from the rest of the 

EU.  

 

North/South 

Western Europe has high HDI = human development index  

Spain and Greece suffer 53 and 57 percent unemployment of the young people. Total 

unemployment is about 25 percent. In Germany and Luxembourg it is 6 percent.  

 



CONCLUSIONS 

1, Each economy is constructed along the North/South divide. Europe is divided into 

developed hubs and less developed constituents that are dependent on these hubs. The two 

biggest hubs are London and Paris. They connect Europe to the world.  

All these North form a centre of Europe - from London to Lombardy and Veneto  

Countries in the centre reproached the marginal ones that they benefit from the single 

currency without contributing. On the other hand, the periphery blames the centre for the 

misery... 

!The noblemen would complain of misbehaving serf; the people complain about the harsh 

rule of the noblemen. 

ESM - European stability mechanism, offers loans to the state that have no more trust in 

the financial markets. ESM was created in 2010 at the December meeting in Brussels.  

Letter to Dr Barroso by Cameron, Merkel, Sarkozy, Rutte (Netherlands), Kiviniemi (Fin) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/letter-to-president-of-european-commission 

European public spending is dependent on the public spending of the member states.  

- Project Syndicate wrote that the spending of the individual members states is important for 

Europe (not Trump) 

It is an alliance between the EU and five countries… 

 

Fiscal policy, Keynesian, lower tax rates (people have more money to spend) and 

government spending (creates jobs) 

- often targets only particular groups  

Monetary policy, modifying interest rates or buying and selling government bonds 

Expansionary - increases money supply - lowers unemployment,  

Contractionary - to control inflation 

When the markets refuse country's bonds or products, it must turn to the European 

mechanisms.  

TREATY OF STABILITY - fiscal compact - also provides support but states must commit 

to reduce the debt. It goes back to the Maastricht Treaty and the Treaty of Amsterdam 

(Stability and Growth Pact) 1997. 

!It is international treaties – they are obligatory but the enforcement is "voluntary". EU is a 

voluntary association of nation states, ULRICH BECK - German sociologist, 2013 

NATION STATE is built on the belief of the people 

EU is built on law and treaties, without them there would not be European people 

Public opinions and political debate are still considered on a national rather than European 

scale.  

3 divides: North/South, East/West, Centre/Periphery. 



The European Union has set, since the Rome Treaty in 1957, the goal to serve as a “narrower 

and narrower union between European peoples”.   

 

Hourly labour costs in the member states = competitiveness of a country's economy.  

Wage discrepancies have 3 types of outcome: economic, spatial, social 

Tomorrow will everybody be Latvian? 

Latvia suffered far more serious recession than Greece in 2009...it had deep social 

consequences and Latvia adopted austerity measures - in order to avoid Russian threat 

Greece  

The state is very od and the heritage is managed by a handful of families and clientelism.  

The reforms were pushed from outside and they have negative effects on the Greek's life.  

Danger of far-right Golden Dawn and lest Syriza. 

Matteo Renzi calls EU to change course 

- one of the main supporters of stimulus  

- EU must not be the bookkeeper only  

- Italian island of Lampedusa is the symbol of European solidarity and humanitarian matters 

 

WEEK 6  

Until WWII, Europe thought of itself as the centre of the world: everything non-European 

was considered peripheral. 

From the point of view of China, Europe is still important trading partner.  



Chinese look to Europe as a source of technological innovation, which they can model. 

Therefore so many of them come to the Old Continent to study or work. 

For India and Africa, Europe is attractive for the job opportunities and universities. 

FORTRESS EUROPE 

Many migrants risk being drowned or sold to slavery in their efforts to reach Europe. 

System of tariffs is unique for Europe. Since the 1960s, it is signing free trade agreements 

with many countries, usually former colonies, in order to benefit from the mutual exchange. 

Thailand or industrialised countries such as Korea or Brazil also use the method of free trade 

and they even sue Europe for not complying. 

Geographers recognize four types of strategic relations for Europe. 

1, Integration 

2, Responsibility - with Sub-Saharan Africa 

3, Partnership - with countries it shares common elements and history 

4, Challenge axis - with the Middle East & Gulf nations 

Europe is the biggest contributor to the World Aid Development (feeling of responsibility to 

the former colonies). 

Benjamin M. Friedman (Harvard professor of political economy) 

Roots of the European stagnation are in the US mortgage crisis. Fiscal imbalance, 

competitiveness an US inspired construction boom (Trump ?) caused that many European 

governments borrowed more than they can pay. 

Eurozone is a monetary union without fiscal union behind. It does not have government debt 

& the individual countries cannot print the Euros owed. 

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2014/oct/09/pathology-europes-debt/ 

- solution in federation = more checks & balances 

 

Europe seen from China 

In the 90s, Europe was a big market; now it is also a gourment and tourism opportunity for 

the Chinese. 

Europe is the first trading partner for the Chinese, who, however look to diversify their 

investment. 

From India 

India is also an Union and it shares the values of globalisation and regionalism. Though, they 

do not consider Europe a model (partially due to racial hatred) or a strong partner. They 

would prefer Russia or the US. 

Morocco has a comprehensive free trade agreement DCFTA with Europe – part of the 

European Neighbourhood Policy. Nevertheless, it does not absolutely trust the EU. US and 

China also have large share in what could be the 'bridge between Europe & the Middle East.' 



Learn about history of Europe 

Is Europe still the model for the rest of the world? 

 


